An infant with Down syndrome and retinoblastoma: a possible non-fortuitous association by Moll, A.C. et al.
VU Research Portal
An infant with Down syndrome and retinoblastoma: a possible non-fortuitous
association




DOI (link to publisher)
10.1076/opge.23.2.135.2209
document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Link to publication in VU Research Portal
citation for published version (APA)
Moll, A. C., Imhof, S. M., Bouter, L. M., den Otter, W., & Koten, J. W. (2002). An infant with Down syndrome and
retinoblastoma: a possible non-fortuitous association. Ophthalmic Genetics, 23, 135-136.
https://doi.org/10.1076/opge.23.2.135.2209
General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl
Download date: 23. May. 2021
Letter to•the Editor
An infant with Down syndrome and









Ophthalmic Genetics — 2002, Vol. 23
No. 2, pp. 135-136
© Swets & Zeitlinger 2002
Correspondence and reprint
requests to:
Annette C. Moll, M.D., Ph.D.
Ophthalmologist, Epidemiologist
Department of Ophthalmology








Satge et al.' reported in Ophthalmic Genetics an infant with Down
syndrome and retinoblastoma and presented also a review of the
literature. They are to be commended with a very interesting
study.
As the authors stated in their article, it is unlikely that all cases
with both Down syndrome and retinoblastoma are reported in the
literature and included in their study. In fact, they missed at least one
study' published in your journal regarding the prevalence of mental
retardation in patients with hereditary retinoblastoma. We did an epi-
demiological study and found in the Dutch retinoblastoma Register
8.7% cumulative incidence of mental retardation in 241 patients
Nith hereditary retinoblastoma born in a 5o year period between 1 945-
1 994 . Two patients (females) of the 241 hereditary retinoblastoma
patients had both Down syndrome (trisomy 21) and sporadic bilateral
retinoblastoma (no 13q deletion found)! Tliat is much higher than the
Down syndrome in 690 life births reported by the WHO.
In summary, our epidemiological study supports the idea of Statge
et al.' that hereditary retinoblastoma patients may have an increased
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